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"HEART OF MERCY" ADS FOR THE HEARTBEAT BILL RUN TODAY
They include Powerful Testimony Currently Ignored by the Ohio Senate
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"Heart of Mercy" ads for the Heartbeat Bill – H.B. 125 – are appearing in this week's “alive!” and “The
Onion,” two free weekly publications available TODAY at hundreds of locations in the greater
Columbus area. "Featured in the ads are excerpts of heart-wrenching testimony the Ohio
Senate has thus far chosen to ignore," stated Janet Porter, President of Faith2Action.

"Knowing that I killed my own precious baby, who had a beating heart, has traumatized and
devastated me beyond description," said Kathryn Bretz, from Cleveland, Ohio, who testified on
behalf of the Heartbeat Bill along with many post-abortive women. "This means that in a moment
of haste, in my youth, not fully informed, I killed the only child I ever conceived."

As Dr. Carmen Doty-Armstrong explained to the Senate committee, "A 'detectable heartbeat' is the
critical parameter that signifies life for every patient I encounter.  It is the first vital sign I can
document for a baby, usually by six weeks with an ultrasound. As an obstetrician, I look for a
heartbeat on every ultrasound performed as it identifies life."

Melissa Ohden, who survived an attempt by her mother to abort her in 1977, stated that “It may
somehow be easy for some to deny the right to life of child in the womb when you never
heard their heartbeat, when you never come face to face with them as a fellow human being,
but what if you did come face to face with them?" She asked committee members: "Who in this
room wants to look me in the eye today and tell me that I was not worth protecting from
abortion?  As an abortion survivor, I believe that I can speak for all of the children like me who
have been aborted or those who are at risk of being aborted, in saying that we support this bill
and we urge you to do the same.”

It also includes a quote from David Gibbs, General Counsel for the Christian Law Association, and
one of dozens of attorneys who strongly support passage of the Heartbeat Bill: "One thing's
certain: doing nothing guarantees the brutal death of 26,000 Ohio babies each year.  That
outweighs every argument of 'what might happen' from the opposition.  If there was ever a
time to pass the Heartbeat Bill, it is now." Gibbs was also the attorney who represented the family
of Terri Schiavo.
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